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STANDARD REMARKS TO JURORS (CIVIL) 
 
 
Remarks to Jurors Before Final Arguments of Counsel 
 
Source: NORTH CAROLINA TRIAL JUDGES’ BENCH BOOK, SUPERIOR COURT, VOL. 2 
(Civil), Appendix, Pretrial and Trial Section at p. 134 (3rd ed.) (Institute of Government 1999) 

 

 Ladies and gentlemen, all of the evidence has been presented. It is 
not time for the final arguments of the lawyers. At the conclusion of these 
arguments, I will instruct you on the law in this case and then you will be 
taken to the jury room to begin your deliberations 

 
The final arguments of the lawyers are not evidence, but are given to 

assist you in evaluating the evidence. The lawyers are permitted in their 
final statements to argue, to characterize the evidence, and to attempt to 
persuade you to a particular verdict. 

 
It is improper for a lawyer in a final argument to become abusive, to 

inject personal experiences, to express a personal belief as to the truth or 
falsity of the evidence, or to make arguments on the basis of matters 
outside the record, except for matters concerning which the court may take 
judicial notice. A lawyer may, however, on the basis of the lawyer's analysis 
of the evidence, argue any position or conclusion with respect to a matter in 
issue. 

 
If, in the course of making a final argument, a lawyer attempts to 

restate a portion of the evidence and your recollection of the evidence 
differs from that of the lawyer, you are -- in recalling and remembering the 
evidence -- to be guided exclusively by your own recollection of the 
evidence. 
 


